
 

- 83 - 

 
Contributors  

 
 
Diane Gordon-Burns is a lecturer/researcher at the University of Canterbury in 
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by the Reggio Emilia and RIE approaches and their application in the 
Aotearoa/New Zealand context. 
 
Manutai Leaupepe is a lecturer in the School of Critical Studies in Education, 
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Ngāi Tahu/Pākēha descent. 
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She works primarily with first year pre-service early childhood students in the 
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experience into, within and out of early childhood settings. Benita’s whakapapa 
is Ngāti Kahungunu and Ngāti Porou. 
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Playcentre supervisor for Counties Playcentre Association. She gained her 
Diploma of Teaching (ECE) in 1991, BEd (Hons) in 2007 and has just completed 
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